
GE THEME COURSES 
Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected Learning 
Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the Theme. This 
form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to each specific 
theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses seeing 
approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses seeking 
approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form for the 
chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support 
staff person as you develop and submit your course.  .   

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be 
able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the 
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names of 
scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Accessibility 
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive the document in another 
format, please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412. 

Course subject & number 

General Expectations of All Themes 

GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and 
in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme.  
In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-edge findings, 
or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this ELO 
to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be 
met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to 
out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work 
they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. Please 
link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 
words) 



Course subject & number 

Specific Expectations of Courses in Lived Environments 
GOAL 1: Successful students will explore a range of perspectives on the interactions and 
impacts between humans and one or more types of environment (e.g. agricultural, built, 
cultural, economic, intellectual, natural) in which humans live. 

ELO 1.1 Engage with the complexity and uncertainty of human-environment interactions. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Describe examples of human interaction with and impact on environmental change and 
transformation over time and across space. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will analyze a variety of perceptions, representations and/or 
discourses about environments and humans within them.   

ELO 2.1 Analyze how humans’ interactions with their environments shape or have shaped attitudes, 
beliefs, values and behaviors. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Describe how humans perceive and represent the environments with which they interact. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be 
met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 2.3 Analyze and critique conventions, theories, and ideologies that influence discourses around 
environments. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through 
which it will be met. (50-700 words) 


	Overview
	Accessibility

	General Expectations of All Themes
	GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in ...

	Specific Expectations of Courses in Lived Environments
	GOAL 2: Successful students will analyze a variety of perceptions, representations and/or discourses about environments and humans within them.


	22 Describe how humans perceive and represent the environments with which they interact Please link: The varied readings in the course require analysis of competing attitudes, such as in the case of Well's dystopia compared with Morris's Utopian dreams.  The Imagined Worlds project described in  ELO 1.2 requires students to analyze connections between environment and culture.
	Course subject  number: English 3350
	How does this represent advanced study in this theme?: This course will provide students an advanced study of science fiction and time travel because: 

1) students will read across literary periods, requiring advanced cross-historical comparison and analysis. 
2) students will think theoretically about the relationship between realism and fictionality, asking advanced questions about how fiction offers social critique and posits social change. 
3) students will engage the interdisciplinary studies of literary criticism, history, science, and philosophy (in their own analysis of the primary texts and in their secondary reading). 


	ELO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Time travel has been a classic trope in science fiction since before the term "science fiction" even existed because it has allowed writers to imagine the past and future as both tethered and loosened from realism. Time travel thus provides readers a binocular vision of one location or environment from two (or more) very temporal locations. The study of time-travel narratives thus is an ideal way to focus on how human beings shape and respond to their lived environments. This course will require students to consider the following critical questions: 

1) How do human beings shape their environments and how is this shaping and influence reflected in literature? For example, Octavia Butler's Kindred depicts a 20th-century African American woman traveling to antebellum United States revealing the ways environment determines human lives across generations. 

2) How can imaginative projects (novels, stories, films, comics) about the environment be useful in creating real-world change? For example, our study of both Edward Bellamy and William Morris represents world-building projects designed for social improvement. Students will consider how fictional texts helped readers (both historical and contemporary) better understand the relationship between human and environment. Students will understand narrative as providing a space--a kind of sandbox--from which to imagine different kinds of human environments. 
	2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme: Students will read and respond to a variety of worlds represented in science fiction.
For the "Imagined World" project they are asked to devise their own world, either a future society imagining the outcomes of our current political, ecological, and technological choices or a past society where the timeline has been changed by time travel (for example, supposing Stalin or Hitler had died in the 1930s). They are asked to imagine:

Where and when is this imagined world? 

Is it Utopian or dystopian?

What is its environment like?

What system of law and government does it have?

How are matters of money and property handled?

What are relations between genders, family, living groups, like?

What kinds of technology does it have?

What kind of beliefs or philosophy or social system does the world have?

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: Quizzes ask students both to analyze the experiences in the works and to connect them with their own sense of the environment and culture; Quiz 1, for example, asks them to identify when and where they wish they had been born, and why.

The poster project described below asks students to apply what they have learned to a work not studied in class.  
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: The poster project asks students to present their own analysis of a time-travel narrative in any medium. The project is graded on this rubric:   
Gives identifying information about the work (for example, writer, publication date, movie date) (10 points)
Includes a clear summary of the story (150-250 words approx.) (80 points)
Includes something visual that will attract viewers’ interest (30 points)
Tells others in at least 100 words why this work is great! (Or why you hate it.)  (30 points)
Includes bibliographical references to at least two outside sources. (10 points)
Is laid out in a way that is easy to follow, with a clear title heading (20 points)
The final 20 points for the poster project is for being present with your poster on X date and responding to questions.  
	3 Analyze and critique conventions, theories, and ideologies that influence discourses around environments: Understanding the readings requires  knowledge of complex economic, political, and social institutions: eg. liberalism, communism, socialism, and capitalism. This material will be conveyed both through analysis of the primary texts and lectures. For example, Bellamy imagines a socialist future; yet his text also introduces the concept of the credit card. We will discuss the Nationalist movement of which Bellamy (and Charlotte Perkins Gilman) were a part, and consider how and why they imagined a planned environment (city management, communal lodging) could facilitate both a socialist harmony and also individual economic agency. This unit will also allow us to study the widening schism between rural and urban environments in the United Students and the consequence on monetary policy. Throughout the course, students will be asked to analyze specific ideologies and theory in course discussion and in their written work.  

	1: 
	1 Engage with the complexity and uncertainty of human-environment interactions: Each text on the syllabus depicts human encounter with an environment that has changed politically ("Rip Van Winkle"), socially (Kindred), economically (Looking Backward), culturally and geographically (Home is Not a Country), technologically (The Time Machine) -- and in almost all cases in many different ways. As such, our reading of the primary texts will allow students to engage in cross-historical comparisons of environments. Students will be able to consider, for example, how the environment changes between pre- and post-revolutionary New York during Rip Van Winkle's sleep. They will be able to examine and evaluate Morris's supposition in News from Nowhere that agricultural environments will improve human happiness even with increasing populations and technologies. The poem, Home is Not a CountryHome is Not a Country, will reveal how environment (geography, racism, access to technology, education, etc.) can fundamentally change an individual human life. Each text will allow students the opportunity to analyze and understand the mutually constitutive relationships between humans and their environments, but also will reveal a history of human understanding of this relationship. 
	2 Describe examples of human interaction with and impact on environmental change and transformation over time and across space: Many of the assigned readings and movies  have a strong environmental focus; for example, News from Nowhere (a response to the pollution of Victorian England) and The Time Machine movie (warning of the danger of both class division and nuclear war). The Time Machine viewing assignment would ask specifically about the environmental change and transformation represented in the movie.

	2: 
	2 Describe how humans perceive and represent the environments with which they interact: The historical focus of the first part of this course exposes students to 19th-century perceptions of environments; the course covers representations of time travel in fiction, dream visions, poetry, and non-fiction.  For example, one quiz is a close reading of a section from Home is Not a Country, a poem that describes a young U.S. woman of North African origin imagining a different life for herself and entering her parents' recent past in Africa.



